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he considered Bismarck's iron determination to isolate France.
". . . By his cleverness," he lamented, "and by the military
power Germany wields he imposes his alliance upon almost the
whole of continental Europe and I should not be surprised if he
tried to induce England to enter this league against France. The
relations with Lord Odo Russell are of a sufficiently close
intimacy, but I can tell you nothing precise with regard to
this. . . ."* Had he known the tone of Russell's remarks to Bis-
marck, he might have been reassured about England, but a
French Ambassador who decided to visit Russia at this juncture
was taking grave risks for the future.

Perhaps with the object of finding out how the ground lay
with regard to England, Decazes tried to enlist her sympathy.
First disarming suspicion by the issue of a circular requesting
the bishops to abstain from prudence and patriotism from
publicly condemning the acts of foreign governments, he sug-
gested to Lord Granville that a few words from Lord Odo
Russell at Berlin might carry great weight in the existing tense
state of Franco- German relations over the Ultramontane con-
troversy. Without giving an immediate answer to Decazes,
Granville instructed Russell to tell Billow in confidence that
H.M.G. "believed that France was acting in good faith in her
endeavours to free herself from her former Roman policy, and
hoped that the German Government would do all they could to
assist her/'2

Although these representations may have betrayed a certain
naivete on the part of Granville, Billow and Bismarck thought it
diplomatic to adopt a conciliatory tone. Lord Odo was assured
that Germany "in the interests of peace only" intended "friendly
and timely warning" of the danger of ultramontane intrigues.
Bismarck was equally disarming in his speech at the opening of
the Reichstag and even said to Gontaut-Biron in a most friendly
manner that he hoped he was satisfied with that part of his
speech which dealt with foreign affairs. Whether he would have
been so gracious if he had known that Gontaut-Biron was just
about to start for the Russian capital is another matter. By this
time, though, Lord Odo Russell had begun to wonder what
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